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COVID-19 GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS 

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

 

 To provide a process for governance arrangements because of COVID-19 1.1

(Coronavirus disease).    

 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

(i) That all Council, Committee, Sub-Committee, Working Group and all like 

meetings are suspended with immediate effect for the time being; 

 

(ii) That any one of the Directors, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, 

Chairman of the Council and the Leader of the Opposition or any of their 

substitutes identified in recommendation (iii), may determine that the 

suspension shall end fully or partially;  

 

(iii) That in the interim any Director is authorised to determine the business that 

would otherwise have been determined by the Council, Committees and Sub-

Committees but for the suspension in recommendation (i) above, in 

consultation with the Leader of the Council, Chairman of the Council and 

Leader of the Opposition (and in their absence with those substitutes identified 

at this Council meeting);  

 

(iv) That prior to the implementation of (iii) above, where a planning or licensing 

application was due to be determined by a Committee or Sub-Committee the 

applicant(s) will be asked whether they would rather delay determination of 

their planning or licensing application to a future Committee or Sub-

Committee meeting; 

 

(v) That all decisions will be reported to Members as soon as reasonably possible. 

 

3. SUMMARY OF ISSUES 

 

 A pneumonia of unknown cause detected in Wuhan, China was first reported to the 3.1

World Health Organisation (WHO) Country Office in China on 31 December 2019.  

 

 WHO is working 24/7 to analyse data, provide advice, coordinate with partners, help 3.2

countries prepare, increase supplies and manage expert networks.  This information is 
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picked up by Public Health England and local recommended responses are being 

issued by the government.  

 

 The outbreak was declared a Public Health Emergency of International Concern on 30 3.3

January 2020. 

 

 COVID-19 is now within the UK and has been transmitted to those who have not 3.4

travelled outside of the country.  

 

 It is hoped that these interim decision-making powers will be exercised on the dates 3.5

shown on the meetings calendar. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

 

 The report identifies a process for the continuation of decision-making during this 4.1

pandemic whilst seeking to avoid the spread of the virus and protect those who might 

be vulnerable. 

 

5. IMPACT ON STRATEGIC THEMES 

 

 The potential delay in business and reduction in available staff due to the virus could 5.1

risk a delay in thematic delivery, but delegation to officers enables as much delivery 

to take place as possible in the meantime.  

 

6. IMPLICATIONS 

 

(i) Impact on Customers – None.  The interim powers are designed to avoid any 

negative impact 

(ii) Impact on Equalities – None.  

(iii) Impact on Risk – None.  The interim powers should avoid any contravention 

of statutory deadlines or failure generally to carry out the Council’s duties. 

(iv) Impact on Financial (Resources and Human) – None.  The interim powers 

should be flexible enough to cope with any impacts. 

(v) Impact on the Environment – None. 

 

 

Background Papers: None. 

 

Enquiries to: Simon Quelch, Monitoring Officer. 


